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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

Complete the text about Auschwitz. Use the words in the box. There are two  
extra words.

die        happening        Jewish        museum        prisoners        soldiers        was        were

Auschwitz was a Nazi concentration camp in Poland, which was used during the Second World War 
from 1940 until 1945. It was a terrible place where lots of  1  were kept.  
There  2  three camps at Auschwitz: Auschwitz I was for political prisoners 
from Poland; Auschwitz II 3  used to kill the other prisoners. Around  
1.1 million prisoners died at Auschwitz, and most of  those killed were 4  . 
The Allies (the USA, Russia, UK, France, China and other countries) did not believe the murders were  
5  at first, so they did not do anything about the camps. Rudolf  Höss was the 
real camp commandant at Auschwitz. After the war finished, he was killed for what happened there. 
Today, Auschwitz is a 6  . 

Look at the pictures. Write the correct names from the box. 

Bruno                            Father                            Gretel                            Hitler (the Fury)
Lieutenant Kotler                              Maria                              Pavel                              Shmuel

1

2a

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8
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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

Read the descriptions. Choose the correct names from 2a.
1	 He is a young blond man who is very rude. 
2	 She is the family maid. She has known the family for many years. 
3	 He is an important person in the German army. He is very proud of  his country. 
	
4	 She has many dolls. At the end of  the story, she prefers newspapers and maps. 
5	 He prepares the vegetables for lunch. He is unhappy and angry but also kind. 
6	 He does not understand what is happening. He believes everything that his father tells him. 
	
7	 He is the leader of  Germany. He is short, rude and has a small moustache. 
8	 He is a young prisoner in the camp. He is often sad. 

Do the crossword.

2b

3

 8

 4

 5

 7

 6

 2

 3

 1

Across
2	 A seat that hangs from a rope. You can sit 
	 on it and move backwards and forwards. 
5	 Something that is not real. You imagine it 
	 in your mind.
7	 You put this on a cut to keep it clean.
8	 You follow this person and do what 
	 they tell you.

Down
1	 Special clothes that people wear 
	 to do a job.
3	 Something made of  wood or metal 
	 that goes around an area.
4	 A long piece of  very thin metal.
6	 Something that you wear around 
	 the top of  your arm.
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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

Write information about Bruno and Shmuel in the columns. There are two example 
answers in the table.

Look at the pictures of  important moments in the story. Complete the table.

4

Things that are the same Things that are different

They are both young boys. Bruno is German and Shmuel is Polish.

5

Who is in  
the picture? What is happening? Why is it important?
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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

	 Imagine that you are Maria, the maid. Write what you really 
	 think about Bruno and his family. Use the words in the box and 
	 the sentences below to help.

	 believe             confused             explore             lonely             polite
	 proud             rich             rude             unhappy             worried

•  I have worked for the family for a long time. 
•  Bruno is  but he is also .
•  I think that his mother is .
•  His father is .
•  Gretel is .

Bruno only sees what life is like for the prisoners when he finally goes inside the 
camp. Imagine that he lives and, many years later, a newspaper reporter interviews 
him. Write questions for the reporter to ask him and the replies that Bruno gives.

6

7

	 Question: 

	
	 Answer: 

	
	

	 Question: 
	

	 Answer: 
	

	

	 Question: 

	
	 Answer: 
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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 4

Write about the end of  the story. Think about the questions below.8

Was the end of  the 
story surprising?  
How?

What would you 
change about the 
ending?

If  you write 
another chapter, 
what will happen?


